
CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY  8th JANUARY 2009.
Present:
Simon Falla : Vice Chairman


Jonny Sykes


Tim Harker




Becki Withers


Douglas Micklethwait

.

David Clark : Parish Clerk


In attendance :  None. 
ITEM 1 :   APOLOGIES  :  Cllr Quirk (compassionate). Also Cllr D Brown – Chairman (on business) – in his absence the Vice Chair presided. 
ITEM 2 :   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST      There were none.
ITEM 3 :   APPROVAL OF  PREVIOUS MINUTES      Approval of the minutes of the meeting on 4th December was proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait, and agreed by all.
ITEM 4:   :  MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
4.1
Item 12 – Tidworth Community Area Awards   The Chair advised that he would circulate proposed wording for nomination of Mr Chris Stock.

4.2
Item 13 – Allotments  The Chair advised that the informal meeting with tenants to discuss future of the ‘ex-Mustey’ greenhouse’ and rental levels would be scheduled for later in January. Clerk to obtain proposed date options from the Chairman and attempt to arrange.
4.3
Item 16- Verge protection Pilot Scheme   The Clerk noted that advice on the way ahead was still awaited from the Highways Engineer.

ITEM 5 :   TIDWORTH COMMUNITY AREA (Pilot) BOARD
5.1
The Chair noted that the next meeting was scheduled for 12th January.  

ITEM 6 :   FY 2008/09 FINANCIAL GOVERNANCE & AUDIT PROGRAMME
6.1
The December version of the programme, produced by the Clerk/RFO and provided with the agenda, was discussed.  A number of variations/improvements in the presentation were agreed to be desirable and were taken on board by the RFO for action on the 2009/10 programme.   Cllr Sykes (special interest ‘finance’) then proposed acceptance of the document, seconded by Cllr Harker, and agreed by all.
6.2
Cllr Sykes then advised that, as scheduled, he had been liaising with Mr Barry Caddick, the Internal Auditor.  Since this was the first year in which the programme in its accepted form had been fully established, they had jointly reviewed it.  Mr Caddick had pronounced himself as very happy with the form and content of the programme.   His sole criticism was that the action to make the accounts available to him at the mid-year point (item 8 in the programme) had slipped. However, given the strength of the procedures, and of the recorded checks carried out and reported to the Council by Cllr Sykes, he was content to delay access till the end of the year.  The RFO undertook to ensure target action dates were observed in 2009/10.
6.3
The Clerk/RFO advised that he would provide Mr Caddick with hard copy of the January issue of the programme documentation and a copy of the latest (Revised) issue of the Practitioner’s Guide to Accounting. Action : Clerk.
ITEM 7 :    FY 2009/10  PRECEPT – FUTURE RESERVE PROFILE
7.1
The Clerk/RFO drew attention to the 2009/10 Precept recently agreed (see minutes of the 4th December 2008 Meeting)  and specifically to the provision made for reserves : a total significantly lower than planned in the ‘forward profile’ established at the previous – FY 2008/09 – Precept. The detailed changes in provision for 2009/10 had been clear but the associated changes in the forward profile now planned for 2010/11 et seq  had not been formally established/recorded. To remedy this, the profile now provided with the agenda had been produced for specific agreement by the Council.

7.2
 Discussion confirmed that the level of funds to be held in reserve would be revisited and agreed each year in the light of actual circumstances – in particular actual levels of expenditure.  The forward profile with its accompanying notes/assumptions represented only the current view of the likely level of revenue needs in future years to meet possible contingencies – as such it was only a management aid..  
7.3
Discussion also produced agreement that presentation of the forward profile would be enhanced by addition of a line below ‘Total Reserve’ showing the associated incremental increase in provision for each year.  The Clerk/RFO undertook to provide this extrapolation of the data.  On this basis Cllr Harker proposed acceptance of the proposed reserve profile, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait and agreed by all.  Action : RFO
ITEM 8 :   PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
8.1
The Clerk noted  the following applications received and/or processed since last meeting :-   
K/59693/TR1  Box Cottage, Chute Standen : to reduce height of Sycamore.  No objection made by PC.
K/59696/F  Melbury Lodge, Upper Chute : Retrospective.  No objection by PC, Now approved by KDC.
K/59810/TR2  Land opp The Friars, Lower Chute:  Tree work. No objection made by PC.
K/59825/TR2  2 Tolley Cottages, Chute Cadley.  Tree work. No objection by PC, Now approved by KDC.

K/59872  Chute Manor, Upper Chute : Reduce 3 Lime trees. No objection made by PC.
ITEM 9 :   UPPER CHUTE YOUTH ACTIVITY AREA – COMMUNITY PROJECT
9.1
The Chair advised that the next ( the third ) meeting was scheduled for later in January – the Chairman to report in due course.  Action : Chairman.






ITEM 10 :  TIBBS MEADOW – PROPOSED RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 
10.1
Parishioners’ interest in outstanding issues was noted.  The Chairman to report in due course.
ITEM 11.    ANY OTHER BUSINESS
11.1
Mobile Home facilities on ‘Longview’ land.   Although KDC had earlier advised that this temporary facility was within planning rules and agreed,  a septic tank was now being installed and this might alter the status.  In view of local sensitivity the Clerk agreed to check with the Planning Officer. Action : Clerk
11.2
Village Hall   It was understood that an estimate of the (significant) cost of work to the Hall was now available. Cllr Quirk (Council rep) to be asked to provide an update when practicable.  Action : Cllr Quirk
11.3
The Chair noted that the next meeting was scheduled for 12th February 2009 and there being no further business, he then closed the meeting at 20.12.
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